
 

It's here! Are we ready? Five case studies of health promotion practices that
address climate change from within Victorian health care settings

   
   

   
Abstract:

Issue addressed: Climate changes and environmental degradation caused by anthropogenic activities are
having an irrefutable impact on human health, The critical role played by health promotion in addressing
environmental challenges has a history in seminal charters such as the Ottawa Charter for Health
Promotion that explicitly link human well-being with the natural environment. The lack of documented
practice in this field prompted an investigation of health promotion practice that addresses climate change
issues within health care settings. Methods: This qualitative study involved five case studies of Victorian
health care agencies that explicitly identified climate change as a priority. Individual and group interviews
with ten health promotion funded practitioners as well as document analysis techniques were used to
explore diverse practices across these rural, regional and urban health care agencies. Results: Health
promotion practice in these agencies was oriented toward: active and sustainable transport; healthy and
sustainable food supply; mental health and community resilience; engaging vulnerable population groups
such as women; and organisational development. Conclusion: Despite differences in approach, target
population and context, the core finding was that health promotion strategies, competencies and
frameworks were transferable to action on climate change in these health care settings.

Source: Ask your librarian to help locate this item.   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Policymaker, Researcher

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure
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 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Other Vulnerable Population: women

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource
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 Research Article

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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